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US and Russia clash over use 
and impact of UN sanctions

UNITED NATIONS: The 
United States and its allies 
clashed with Russia and China 
in the UN Security Council on 
Monday over the usefulness 
and impact of UN sanctions, 
which are currently imposed 
on countries from North Korea 
to Yemen and Congo as well 
the al-Qaida and Islamic State 
extremist groups and their affil-
iates and supporters.

Russia, which holds the 
council presidency this meet-
ing and chose the topic -- pre-
venting humanitarian and 
unintended consequences of 
sanctions -- also lashed out at 
unilateral sanctions imposed 
by the United States, European 
Union and other countries and 
groups.

UN political chief Rose-
mary DiCarlo told the coun-
cil there are 14 UN sanctions 
regimes: As examples, in 
Libya, Mali, South Sudan and 
Yemen they support conflict 
resolution; in Guinea Bissau 
they aim to deter unconstitu-
tional changes of government; 
in Central African Republic, 
Congo and Somalia they curb 
the illicit exploitation of natu-
ral resources that fund armed 
groups; in North Korea, they 
target proliferation activities; 
and they constrain Islamic State 
and al-Qaida terrorist threats.

DiCarlo said UN sanctions 
are no longer the blunt instru-
ment they once were. Since the 
1990s, they have undergone 
changes to minimize possi-
ble adverse consequences on 
civilians and third countries, 
and the Security Council has 
included and provided human-

itarian exemptions in most 
sanctions regimes, she said.

Russia's deputy UN ambas-
sador Dmitry Polyansky, who 
chaired the meeting, said many 
sanctions regimes interfere 
with plans for state-building 
and economic development, 
pointing to Central African 
Republic and Sudan and call-
ing the measures on Guinea 
Bissau anachronistic.

The Security Council needs 
to take greater heed of what the 
authorities of states under sanc-
tions think and be more realis-
tic in setting benchmarks to lift 
them to make sure they don't 
turn into a mission impossi-
ble, he said.

US Ambassador Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield countered 
that sanctions are a potent tool 
that make it harder for terror-
ists to raise funds via interna-
tional financial systems, and 
have slowed development of 
certain capabilities in North 
Korea's nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs.

Sanctions also constrain the 
resources of those who would 

spoil peace processes, threaten 
UN peacekeepers, commit 
atrocities, and obstruct human-
itarian assistance, she said.

Britain's deputy ambassa-
dor James Kariyuki said the 
value of UN sanctions were 
proven in Angola, Ivory Coast, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone where 
they helped end conflict and 
support the transition to peace 
and democracy and were then 
lifted. In the Central African 
Republic, they've improved the 
practices of a mining company, 
he said.

In Somalia, the arms 
embargo has enabled the sei-
zure of thousands of ammuni-
tion rounds, anti-tank guided 
missiles, and sniper-fire rifles 
reportedly intended for al-
Shabab, the al-Qaida-linked 
extremist group.

Russia's Polyansky took spe-
cial aim at sanctions imposed 
outside the UN by coun-
tries or groups, which he said 
remain a serious impediment 
for full-fledged functioning of 
humanitarian exemptions, cit-
ing problems with contractors, 

carriers, cargo insurance and 
bank transactions.

He also said Russia pro-
ceeds from the understand-
ing that only UN sanctions are 
legitimate, and that broader use 
of unilateral sanctions under-
mines the norms and institutes 
of the international law.

Polyansky claimed second-
ary sanctions of major West-
ern powers create a ̀ toxic vibe' 
around Pyongyang" that dis-
courages cooperation even in 
areas not touched by interna-
tional restrictions.

He also cited what he called 
the war of sanctions against 
Russia's ally Syria, which 
has very negatively affected 
its economy, as well as US 
sanctions against Cuba and 
Venezuela.

China's UN Ambassador 
Zhang Jun called unilateral 
sanctions extremely harmful 
and expressed concern that a 
few countries have been fling-
ing them about left, right and 
center, in a frenzy so much so 
that they seem to be addicted to 
them. He said these measures 
have thrown a spanner in the 
works of economic and social 
development and scientific and 
technological progress of the 
targeted countries. � AGENCIES

Russia also lashed out at unilateral sanctions imposed by the 
United States, European Union and other countries and groups

UN political chief 
Rosemary DiCarlo 
said UN sanctions 
are no longer the 
blunt instrument they 
once were

US President Joe Biden threatens: No 
gas pipeline if Russia invades Ukraine

WASHINGTON DC: In a 
flurry of diplomacy across two 
continents, President Joe Biden 
met with Germany's new leader 
Monday and vowed the cru-
cial Nord Stream 2 Russia-to-
Germany gas pipeline will be 
blocked if Russia further invades 
Ukraine.

Russia's Vladimir Putin 
retorted that the U.S. and its 
allies are the only ones talking 
invasion.

Putin and French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron met 
for more than five hours in Mos-
cow at the same time Biden and 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
spoke at the White House in 
efforts to defuse the crisis before 
armed conflict breaks out. Rus-

sia has massed thousands of 
troops at the Ukraine border, 
adding military might almost 
daily.

The White House has 
expressed increasing alarm 

about the prospects of war, and 
Biden has been looking to solid-
ify support among European 
allies for economy-jarring sanc-
tions against Russia if it attacks.

If Russia invades, that means 
tanks and troops crossing the 
border of Ukraine again, then 
there will be no longer a Nord 
Stream 2, Biden said. We will 
bring an end to it."

That would hurt Russia eco-
nomically but also cause supply 
problems for Germany. Con-
struction of the pipeline has 
been completed, but it is not 
yet operating.

We are jointly ready, and all 
of NATO is ready, Biden said, 
referring to the powerful West-
ern alliance, though Ukraine 

is not a member. While Biden 
reiterated with certitude that 
the pipeline would not move 
forward, Scholz stressed the 
need to keep some ambiguity 
about sanctions in order to press 
Russia to de-escalate the crisis.

It's necessary for Russia to 
understand that a lot more could 
happen than they've perhaps 
calculated with themselves,. 
Scholz said. The buildup of 
over 100,000 Russian troops 
near Ukraine has fueled Western 
worries of a possible offensive. 
White House national security 
adviser Jake Sullivan warned 
Sunday that Russia could invade 
Ukraine any day, triggering a 
conflict that would come at an 
enormous human cost. �AGENCIES
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Britain’s PM Boris Johnson 
reshuffles Cabinet

Appoints Rees-Mogg as minister 
for Brexit Opportunities

LONDON: Embattled British 
Prime Minister Boris John-
son, under pressure to resign 
over parties in Downing Street 
during lockdown, on Tues-
day reshuffled his Cabinet and 
appointed Jacob Rees-Mogg 
as the minister for Brexit 
Opportunities and Govern-
ment Efficiency.

Rees-Mogg, 52, currently 
leader of the House of Com-
mons, will be based in the 
Cabinet Office.

Mark Spencer, the cur-
rent Chief Whip, will replace 

Rees Mogg as the Leader of 
Commons.

The shake-up of the min-
isterial team follows the 
appointment of Stephen Bar-
clay as the Prime Minister's 
chief of staff.

It also comes as John-
son, 57, seeks to relaunch 
his administration fol-
lowing the Partygate'  
row.

Johnson is facing intense 
pressure to step down from 
the Opposition and Conser-
vative MPs. � AGENCIES

Omicron: China locks 
down southern city

BEIJING: China has ordered inhabitants of 
the southern city of Baise to stay home and 
suspended transportation links amid a surge 
in COVID-19 cases at least partly linked to the 
Omicron variant.

Classes have been suspended, non-essen-
tial businesses closed and mass testing of 
residents ordered. Restaurants are only per-
mitted to serve take-out. Traffic lights have 
been switched to red only to remind drivers 
to stay home.

As of Tuesday, 135 cases had been reported 
in the city at least two of them found to be 
Omicron, health authorities said.

The city has become the latest to be placed 
under lockdown in keeping with China's zero-
tolerance approach to the pandemic.

The policy requires strict measures be 
applied even when only a small number of 
cases have been found. A major concern is pre-
venting outbreaks during the ongoing Beijing 
Winter Olympic Games. 

No new cases were reported in the Chinese 
capital on Tuesday. More than 30 athletes at the 
Beijing Olympics are in isolation facilities after 
testing positive for the Coronavirus, organis-
ers said Tuesday. The average stay in isolation 
is seven days. � AGENCIES

Refusing 
girls to go to 

school in hijab 
is horrifying,  
says Malala

NEW DELHI: Malala Yousafzai, 
the Nobel Peace laureate and 
women’s rights activist, on Tues-
day took to Twitter to share her 
horror over the ongoing hijab 
controversy raging in Karna-
taka wherein Muslim girls wear-
ing headscarfs are being barred 
from attending classes.

Yousafzai said refusing to let 
girls go to school in their hijab 
is horrifying, adding objectifi-
cation of women continued in 
one way or the other – for wear-
ing less or more. 

The Nobel laureate, who 
had taken bullets from the 
Taliban in Pakistan in 2012 for 
speaking up about the rights 
of girls and their education, 
urged Indian leaders to stop 
marginalisation of Muslim  
women. 

“‘College is forcing us to 
choose between studies and 
the hijab’. Refusing to let girls 
go to school in their hijabs is 
horrifying. Objectification of 
women persists — for wear-
ing less or more. Indian leaders 
must stop the marginalisation 
of Muslim women,” the world’s 
youngest Nobel laureate wrote 
on the microblogging platform.

Earlier in the day, the Basa-
varaj Bommai-led government 
in Karnataka ordered the clo-
sure of schools for three days as 
protests spread across the state 
over the issue. � AGENCIES


