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P R A B H A T  N A I R @ T’Puram

THE decision of the previous UDF Gov-
ernment to start medical colleges in all 
the districts without ensuring proper 
infrastructure has boomeranged with 
the Medical Council of India (MCI) slap-
ping a notice on the state for shifting the 
students of Idukki Medical College with-
out obtaining approval from the medical 
education regulator.

In a notice to the government, the MCI 
said the shifting of students was a viola-
tion of norms and they should be 
brought back to the college immediately. 
It is learnt the MCI has advised the gov-
ernment to close down the medial col-
lege. Though some officers are for wind-
ing up the college, the government is 
keen to develop it.

According to the MCI, it was manda-
tory to inform them before shifting the 
students. Moreover, the students of a col-
lege can be shifted only if the college 
was shutdown.

The students were shifted from Idukki 
Medical College as there was no facility 
to provide them clinical training. The 
medical college was struggling due to 
shortage of teaching staff, operation 
theatre, specialty wings, wards, labs and
other facilities. Apart from this, the fac-

ulties were also transferred to other hos-
pitals in the state. 

After admitting the first two batches, 
the college failed to obtain continuous 
affiliation for the medical seats. Howev-
er, no student has been admitted to the 
medical college in the last two years. 

Health secretary Rajeev Sadanandan 
said it was not a major issue and the gov-
ernment had given a clarification to the 
MCI. “The only problem is regarding ob-
taining clearance from the MCI for the 
shifting of students. We have taken up 
the issue with the MCI. There is no need 
to worry,” he said.

It is learnt the government has writ-
ten to the MCI pointing out the condi-
tions on which self-financing medical 
colleges are sanctioned should be made 
applicable to government medical col-
leges also. While applying for sanction 
from MCI, the self-financing medical col-
leges have to submit an undertaking
from the government that the students 
will be permitted to use the facilities at 
government medical colleges till the 
new college develops infrastructure fa-
cilities. The government in its letter said 
the students of Idukki Medical College 
have been shifted to other medical col-
leges temporarily as works to provide 
facilities are in progress.

MCI slams govt for shifting 
students from  Idukki MC
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EXPRESS READ

Kudumbashree set 
for bigger role

T’Puram: Kudumbashree will
be entrusted with bigger
responsibilities in connection
with the Nava Kerala Mission,
which is a flagship programme
of the state government,
Minister for Local Self
Government K T Jaleel has said.
The Minister was speaking after
inaugurating the Kudumbashree
Nava Kerala action plan seminar
on Tuesday. Jaleel said the
Kudumbashree would be
entrusted with the task of
implementing four new
programmes under the Nava
Kerala Mission. The self-help
group will also be in charge of
conducting a survey to identify
the homeless for the Life
Mission.

UAE Exchange to 
donate 100 computers

Kochi: The UAE Exchange India
will donate 100 computers to
selected government schools in
the state as part of its CSR
initiatives. “The only criteria for
a school to utilise the offer is to
have classes from Standards I to
X and a minimum 500 students.
Giving back to the community
has always been a part of our
company’s culture. It’s our
responsibility to give the
younger generation a better
education platform for bringing
up the best brains of tomorrow,”
said V George Antony, MD, UAE
Exchange India, at a press
conference here on Monday.

It was mandatory to inform them before
shifting the students. Moreover, the students
can be shifted only if the college was shutdown

-MCI

The students were shifted from Idukki Medical
College as there was no facility to provide them
clinical training. The medical college was
struggling due to shortage of teaching staff,
operation theatre, specialty wings, wards,and labs

Chargesheet: Accused
to remain in custody

Kochi: The NIA has decided to
keep in custody Arshad Qureshi,
who was earlier granted bail in a
case related to radicalisation of
Malayali youths, after the
Mumbai unit of the agency filed
a chargesheet against him in
another case. Arshad Qureshi, a
Thane-native who was
associated with televangelist
Zakir Naik, and Abdul Rashid
were arraigned as accused by
NIA-Kerala, based on allegations
by a Palarivattom-native that
the duo attempted to radicalise
him in Mumbai. As per the
chargesheet filed in Mumbai,
Qureshi engaged in unlawful
activities such as spreading
hatred against India and
working for the IS.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kollam

TENSION prevailed in Kulathu-
puzha panchayat on Tuesday af-
ter two CPM activists were 
hacked allegedly by RSS activists
the previous night. A hartal 
called by the CPM in the pancha-
yat was total.

Kulathupuzha police have ar-
rested a man in connection with 
the incident and launched a
search for four other suspects.

The police presence in the area 

has been strengthened with the
Punalur ASP directly monitoring 
the situation to prevent further 
untoward incidents.

“A man named Suresh of Ku-
lathupuzha has been arrested. He 
has been charged under the SC/
ST Act and IPC sections includ-
ing 307. He was produced before 
the court and  remanded.

We suspect there were four oth-
ers who were directly involved in
the case. We have launched a 
search for them,” said R Baiju, 

Circle Inspector, Kulathupuzha.
CPM local committee member

Anil Kumar and DYFI area com-
mittee member Anaz were at-
tacked after a march taken out by
RSS turned violent.

According to the police, a dis-
pute in the area between DYFI
and RSS activists over the latter’s 
decision to open a branch at Sam 
Nagar had led to the violence.

The injured have been admit-
ted to the Punalur Taluk
Hospital. 

CPM men hacked; tension in Kulathupuzha

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Kochi

THE judicial commission probing the solar scam case will 
complete evidence collection on Wednesday, with cross ex-
amination of  former Chief  Minister Oommen Chandy.

More than 200 witnesses were examined as per part of
the inquiry, in addition to those who appeared after being 
summoned under Section-8(b) of the Inquiry Commission 
Act. “The commission is looking to complete the inquiry 
and file report to the government within five months,” said 
an officer at the commission. On completion of the evi-
dence collection, the counsels of persons impleaded in the 
inquiry will be heard. The LDF Government had granted 
permission to extend the commission’s term.

Oommen Chandy, and Biju Radhakrishnan, actor Shalu 
Menon, various former ministers, officers, and business-
men appeared before the commission.

Solar panel to complete
evidence collection today

T O B Y  A N T O N Y @Kochi

THE threat by retailers under the ban-
ner All Kerala Jan Aushadhi Associa-
tion (AKJA) has put the future of the 
much-touted Pradhan Mantri Bharti-
ya Jan Aushadhi Programme (PMB-
JP) in the state at stake.

The programme launched to pro-
vide access to affordable medicines for 
all has drawn flak from retailers who 
allege fresh licences to new outlets
will eat away their already waning 
profits. They said a majority of them 
were on the brink of shutting shop ow-
ing to dwindling revenue each month.
To resolve the issues faced by retailers 
under the scheme, a team led by pro-
gramme CEO Biplab Chatterjee held 
talks with the retailers in Kochi on
Tuesday. 

AKJA secretary Rajesh K said there 
are 153 retailers in Kerala, a majority 
of whom are in the red. “Currently,
there are around 2,000 applicants for 
Jan Aushadhi stores. Some of
them have already received li-
cences. When a huge number 
of stores are opened at one go, 
it would be hard for the existing
ones to stay afloat. If our demands
are not met, we would be
forced to go on the war-
path,” he said.

At the meeting, the re-
tailers also demanded the 
authorities to hike the commis-
sion by 40 per cent and provide 
additional incentives.

“Even after a year since the launch
of the Jan Aushadhi outlets, not a sin-
gle retailer was able to make profit,” 
the AKJA secretary said.

“Around ̀ 10-20 lakh had to be invest-
ed to start a single outlet. On a daily 
basis, each outlet clocked an average 
sales of `3000. However, after factoring 
in the salary for two pharmacists,
electricity bill and other expenses, we 
are left with nothing. Already four out-
lets have been closed, and others will 
be forced to follow suit soon. We under-
stand the government is providing es-
sential drugs at subsidised rates
through this programme. But without
any income, how are we supposed to 
run the stores in the first place?” he 
asked.

Several retailers also raised con-
cerns regarding the delay in providing 
stocks to outlets. With little branding 
or marketing, people are not aware 
about these stores. Biplab Chatterjee 
told ‘Express’ the issues raised by the 
retailers will be addressed at the earli-
est. The programme targets to cover

the maximum number of people in 
the state, for which more outlets are 
required. “The programme, launched 
in 2008, was on the verge of closure till
NDA Government came into power. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
breathed life into the scheme.”

What the retailers are experiencing
is mere growing pains that every busi-
ness faces. As the programme is ex-
panded, the prof- it margins will 

also rise, he said. Some of the
charitable organisation, which had 
opened Jan Aushadi outlets as a non-
profit venture, alleged there was a se-
vere crunch of medicines at their 
stores. 

IN DEEP LOVE
A foreign couple posing  for a photograph  during the Valentines Day special scuba diving organised by Bond Safari  in Kovalam on Tuesday |PRADEEP CHANDRAN

T I K I  R A J W I  @  T ’ P u r a m

FED UP with delays, the power de-
partment has taken back three 
small hydro-electric projects 
(SHEP) awarded to a private con-
sortium after the latter sat on the 
projects for more than ten years.
All three fall under the independ-
ent power producer (IPP) scheme 
where the government has the 
right of first refusal on the power 
generated.

‘’Failure to implement the
schemes within the timelines stip-
ulated,’’ was cited as the reason for 
‘recovering’ the Mukkuttathode (3 
MW), Alamparathode (3 MW) and
Paluchuram (3.5 MW) projects in 
north Kerala. The decision was
based on a recommendation made
by the Energy Management Cen-
tre (EMC), Kerala, the govern-
ment’s nodal agency for renewable
energy initiatives. 

The power department had 

awarded the Mukuttathode and 
Alamparathode projects to Sree
Rayalseema Hi-Strength Hypo Ltd 
(SRHHL) on December 15, 2004, 
and the Palchuram project on Jan-
uary 7, 2005. The concession peri-
od was 30 years. In 2008, the con-
sortium was reconstituted with
Sree Sakthi Paper Mills Ltd as the
new member. In tune with govern-
ment requirements, the consorti-
um established Adisakthi Mukkut-
tathode Hydro Power Ltd,
Jalashaayi Alamparathode Hydro
Power Ltd and Sree Kailas Pal-
churam Hydro Power Ltd as SPVs
for implementing the projects.
However, the hydel projects did 
not make any headway.

‘’Although the government had
okayed the techno-economic feasi-
bility report for all three projects, 
work did not take off,’’ said EMC 
director Dhareshan Unnithan. 
‘’Several show cause notices and a
final notice were issued to the con-

sortium. But they sought an exten-
sion which was given up to Octo-
ber 1, 2015. Still, no progress was 
made,’’ said EMC joint director G
Anil. 

‘’Even after a lapse of 130 
months from the date of execution
of the agreement, the company 
has not achieved financial closure
nor started the construction of the 
project.

The status of the project is the 
same as it was two years ago, 
which again signifies the above-
mentioned projects will not be re-
alised, if the allotment persists,’’
Additional Chief Secretary (Pow-
er) Paul Antony noted in the order
cancelling the allocation. 

According to sources, the Thris-
sur Corporation, which supplies 
electricity in its jurisdiction, has
evinced an interest in the three 
projects. If that does not work out,
the SHEPs will be put up for a
retender.

Retailers threaten stir 
against bid to open new
Jan Aushadi stores in state

Govt takes back power projects allotted to pvt firm

Government cited delay
as the reason for taking  

back three hydel projects
awarded to private

consortium

Agreements for
Mukuttathode and

Alamparathode inked on
December 15, 2004

Agreement for
Palchuram project inked

on January 7, 2005

POWER
PLAY

Currently, there are around 
2,000 applicants for Jan
Aushadhi stores. Some of them
have already received licences.

When a huge number of stores are opened 
at one go, it would be hard for the existing 
ones to stay afloat. If our demands are
not met, we would be forced to go on the

warpath - Rajesh K, AKJA secretary

Investment to
start an outlet

Average daily
earning from sales

10-20L A3000

Meenakshi Madhavan@reddymadhavan
“Congratulations to my dad (N S Madhavan)
for winning the Akbar Kakkattil Award for his
collection of Malayalam short stories ‘Pancha
Kanyakal!’

TWEETS

OF THE DAY

Tony Thomas@AnthonyAThomas

“Online match making app Aisle is feeling the
love on the Valentine’s Day by raising funds.”



MONDAY  13�02�201703 KOCHI

AMID THE CITY RUSH
A ragpicker transports her kids, who are in a playful mood, on her pushcart along the streets of Kaloor |  K SHIJITH

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Kochi

THE city police commissioner on Sun-
day transferred sub-inspector of the Er-
nakulam South police station to the po-
lice headquarters, following a complaint 
of  harassment.

SI A C Vipin was transferred after 
State Police Complaints Authority 
(SPCA) chairman K Narayana Kurup 
conducted inspection at the station, 
based on information that three youths 
booked for public nuisance were lodged 
in the lock-up half-naked. 

Upendra Jith, Vinod and Ayyappa 
Swaraj were taken into custody from Ko-
chu Kadavanthra the other day for alleg-
edly consuming alcohol in public.

The youths were allowed to wear 
clothes after the SPCA chairman took up 
the matter with the SI. Thrikkakara as-
sistant commissioner M Benoy has been 
directed to conduct an inquiry into the 
incident.

Meanwhile, Youth Congress activists 
led by Hibi Eden MLA staged a sit-in in 
front of the station on Sunday, demand-
ing release of the three men. Later, they
were released on bail.

According to the youths, who were 
booked for allegedly consuming alcohol 

in a car, the driver had not consumed al-
cohol. Though they produced the bill 
from the bar they had visited, the officers 
forcibly took them to police station for 
conducting ‘medical test.’

“It is a clear violation of human rights 
and court orders. The officers have failed 
to produce evidence to prove their claim.

The SPCA would investigate the matter, 
if we receive complaint. Nowadays, the 
police invoke Section-353 of the IPC to 
harass the public,” said Narayana 
Kurup.

Meanwhile, the police officers said the 
accused had attacked them and deterred 
them from performing their duty.

SI transferred for harassing youths
The transfer follows a visit by State Police Complaints Authority SPCA chairman K Narayana 
Kurup, based on information that three youths were lodged in the lock-up half-naked
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To experience
some of the
works here, you
have to 
strengthen
yourself. Art
takes up certain
subjects that
we do not
discuss
everyday. At
first, Defile was
really
disturbing, but
it brought
important
questions to 
mind

Lisa Ray, model

and activist

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Kochi

MUD banks (Chaakara in Malayalam) 
are a remarkable phenomenon that can 
make astonishing changes in the physi-
cal and bio-spheres of Kerala.

The observation was made by scien-
tists attending the ‘National workshop 
on mud banks of Kerala: Status, issues 
and societal concerns’, organised here 
by the Council of Scientific and Indus-
trial Research (CSIR)-National Institute 
of Oceanography, Regional Centre. The 
workshop, which concluded the other
day, also recommended more scientific 
s t u d i e s i n t o t h e m u d b a n k 
phenomenon. 

“Observations that chemical reac-
tions during Chaakara will help in pre-
venting global warming are noteworthy 
and merits more studies. Scientists and 
common people should co-operate with 
each other. Researches and findings of
scientific studies should be passed on to
the public for the betterment of the so-
ciety,” said Earth Commission chair-
man M Rajeevan Nair. He said the Na-
tional Geographic Department had 
launched a deep ocean mission and all 
oceanography scientists should extend 
their support to the project. 

Mud banks are a specialised oceano-
graphic phenomenon of calm, turbid 
waters with high biological production. 
It occurs along certain parts of the Ker-
ala coast during summer-monsoon sea-
son, when adjoining coastal regions
experience high wave activity. The mud 
banks of Kerala have socio-economic
relevance as they support livelihoods of
fishermen, besides protecting the
beaches from erosion. They are usually 
formed during June-July and some-
times get extended till August.

The scientists further said an abrupt 
reduction in methane concentrations
was noted during the mud bank period 
in comparison to the pre-mud bank pe-
riod. Accordingly, shifts in the presence
of methanogenic and methanotropic 
bacteria, before and after the develop-
ment of mud banks, invoke further 
study to establish the role of bacteria in 
mud banks in trapping the greenhouse 
gases.

Chaakara merits more
studies: Scientists

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Kochi

INDO-CANADIAN model and activist Lisa Ray said she had goose-
bumps watching the thought-provoking artworks displayed at the 
Kochi-Muziris Biennale (KMB).

“Here, each moment is totally immersive, and I feel like I am 
coming out after a wonderful bath. It is like emerging from an 
ocean, and all these artworks just wash over me. It will take some
time for me to absorb it completely,” said Lisa, who was the lead 
actor of Deepa Mehta’s ‘Water.’

Lauding the ‘incredibly tactile, 
sensory and experiential experi-
ences’ at the KMB-2016, Lisa said
she was particularly moved by 
Slovenian artist Ales Steger’s
‘The Pyramid of Exiled Poets.’
“Such a loud and sensual state-
ment is a haunting experience. It is something all visitors should
experience,” said Ray who is a fixture in the ‘most beautiful’ lists 
in Canada. ‘Defile,’ the photographic series by Russian artist col-
lective AES+F is another work that stayed with her. Lisa, a cancer
survivor, said the series - which presents four dressed up dead bod-
ies - was perhaps a statement on ‘the futility of fashion in the 
grand scheme of things.’ “To experience some of the works here, 
you have to strengthen yourself. Art takes up certain subjects that 
we do not discuss everyday. At first, Defile was really disturbing, 
but it brought important questions to mind,” said Lisa.

At Biennale, immersed
in the ocean of art

Multi-
disciplinary 
study

In 2014, the CSIR had
initiated a multi-
disciplinary study in
collaboration with the
Central Marine
Fisheries Research
Institute, involving
meteorology, physics,
chemistry, biology,
geology and fishery
aspects. The study had
ruled out several
theories like the
‘subterranean flow
theory’ of mud bank
formation.“The
formation of
Alappuzha mud banks
is caused by the
activation of resident
fluid mud located at
the adjacent offshore
(10-20m) regions by
energetic waves,
reinforced by
upwelling. Presence of
fluid muddy layer at
the bottom attenuates
the waves resulting in
the formation of calm
mud banks,” said the
study. According to it,
the chemical
characteristics of mud
banks were found to
be unique. “It was
found that absorption
of cations by
phosphorus-rich
montmorillonite in
mud bank sediments
was responsible for
the sustenance of mud
banks,” it said.

Hibi Eden MLA and Congress workers protesting in front of the South Police Station demanding the
release of three youths taken into custody in Kochi on Sunday |  MELTON ANTONY

Winnie D’Souza

Kochi: Winnie
D’Souza, spouse
of the late
Verena D’Souza,
passed away at
the age of 96 at

his residence in Vypeen on
Thursday (February 9). His
children are Dagmar, the late
Rose, Queenie (daughters)
and Elvis (son). The funeral
service will be held at Our
Lady of Hope Church, Vypeen
at 4 pm on Monday.

OBITUARY

Coast Guard holds Families Day at Sea

Kochi: A Families Day at Sea was
organised on Sunday to commemorate
the 40th anniversary of the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG). ICG ships Samar, Sarathi,
Varuna and Aryaman participated in the
event, organised by the Coast Guard
headquarters here (for Kerala and Mahe).
In addition to around 900 Coast Guard
personnel and their families, Coastal
Security ADGP Tomin J Thachankary,
Police Commissioner M P Dinesh and
Deputy Inspector General M V Pathak

participated in the event. “The programme was organised to familiarise participants
with functioning of the Coast Guard and apprise them about the duties and
responsibilities of the Coast Guard towards families of the officers,” stated an
official release.

791 booked for drunk driving

Kochi: A total of 791 persons were arrested for
drunk driving, in a special drive conducted by
the police in various parts of the district. The
drive was conducted from 5 pm to 8 pm on
Saturday and 12 am to 5 am on Sunday, based
on a directive by Ernakulam Range IG P
Vijayan. Cases were registered against 475
motorists for rash/negligent driving and
causing public nuisance. Action was taken
against 144 persons for drinking in public, and
six persons were arrested for gambling.

Cash stolen from locked house

Kochi: Burglars struck the house of a retired
KSEB officer at Kothamangalam on Sunday,
and stole I4 lakh and $900 in cash. The
incident occurred when the house owner,
Joseph Maliakel, and his wife were away. The
robbers broke open the door and entered the
house. According to the police, the cash was
kept in the drawer of a desk in the living
room. “They could not lay hand on jewellery
kept in a shelf. Chilli powder was sprinkled on
the crime scene to destroy evidence,” said the
police.

Gold worth K10 L seized

Kochi: Gold worth around I10 lakh was seized
from a Mumbai-native who arrived at the
Nedumbassery airport on Sunday. The seized
gold was in the form of coins. Jai Mohanlal,
who arrived from Bangkok, was subjected to
medical examination after he showed signs of
fatigue at the immigration counter.

Ramesh Chennithala,

Opposition leader

The zonal rallies of the Congress against demonetisation,
disruption in rice distribution, unemployment and potable water
shortage have begun. They will conclude on February 20






